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What have you learned about American societies expected roles for men and women during the 1950s, and how do these expectations impact Esther? 
The 1950 represents a period when people in the society were expected to live a life within the confined acceptable morals and social behaviours.  From both the book and the video, I learnt that women are expected to be housewives and nothing more. Women are allowed to get acquitted with fashion shows and have sensitivity in clothes. The same with Esther, she is fashionable and tries on the various differing model of femininity. 
Unlike men, most women in the video were housewives and were not allowed to express themselves or be exposed to life matters. A book is even written in the video to help women re-think their lives. The book is about the screams of women. This shows that women feel confined and wants to do more than being a housewife and being mothers.  Women wanted to get out there and work for additional income for the family.
It was acceptable for men to work and express themselves sexually and even have sexual desires, but not for women. In both the book and the video, it was also acceptable for men to indulge these desires outside their matrimonial bed. On the other hand, women were expected to remain pure until marriage. When married, they embrace intimacy for baby making and not for romance. 
The Bell Jar book is a satire on the 1950s American madness. Women were just wives and mothers regardless of their skills and talent and were dependent on their husbands.
In conclusion, both the book and the video to challenge the view that all women ought to sacrifice their desires and dreams to commit to being wives and mothers. If there both men and women share the same role, there is likeliness to be conflict and lack of respect between sexes. Women are crying out to have rights as men and get to express themselves for they feel they have a lot to offer apart from being housewives.
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